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LETTER FROM THE RECTOR 

Delegates of the Model United Nations of the Autonomous University of Yucatan (UADYMUN) 

2021: 

I am pleased to welcome you to the VII edition of UADYMUN, an event that is being held virtually 

for the second time.   

I congratulate you for having decided to participate in this event in which you will learn various 

topics of the global agenda while developing many skills such as communication, negotiation, 

teamwork, problem-solving, among others. 

One of the main objectives of our University is the integral formation of highly competent 

international citizens, autonomous, respectful of the rights of others, entrepreneurs, and 

promoters of change, with a global perspective, aware of their social responsibility and their 

impact on the sustainable development of society.  Likewise, we seek to have an intercultural 

learning community opened to change, collaboration, and academic exchange, with a global 

perspective in which the commitment to sustainable development, inclusion, equality, promotion 

of human rights, non-discrimination, and the daily practice of university values are prioritized. 

Therefore, we believe that UADYMUN is an excellent space to contribute to the achievement of 

these objectives and to complement the education they receive in their respective educational 

programs. 

A hearty congratulation to the organizing committee of UADYMUN 2021 for all the effort, 

dedication, and commitment to make this event possible.  We appreciate their work and recognize 

their commitment and responsibility to their education and that of their colleagues. 

I urge the participants to make the most of this event, to actively participate in one of the 12 

committees, and to come up with creative and innovative solutions to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) set forth by the UN. 

Congratulations and enjoy UADYMUN 2021. 

 

 

Dr. José de Jesús Williams 

Rector 
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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

Delegates, 

You are an essential part of the seventh edition of the Model United Nations of the Autonomous 

University of Yucatan, UADYMUN 2021. I welcome you to one of the best experiences you will 

ever have. 

I am excited to learn that you've decided to take part on the UADYMUN experience, which not 

only consists of the committee sessions but in a series of activities that were made for you, to 

help you prepare for what will take place in the upcoming days, where it is vital to investigate, 

discuss and reflect on international, social and sustainable development issues, and what better 

way to learn than doing it while having fun and meeting new people. 

Undoubtedly, our generation has decided to be part of the change, but for this to happen, we must 

have a responsible conversation about the problems we face every day from different 

perspectives. No matter what school year you are in, your age, or what you are studying, a Model 

United Nations is for all kinds of people, the diversity of opinions and the way we specialize in 

certain areas is what is going to leads us into obtaining a better picture of the situations through 

newer and brighter ideas.  

If this is your first model, I want to tell you not to let your nerves betray you, the first step has been 

to register, all the people who are part of this community have been at the same point as you, if 

you have made it this far, make the committee sessions a space for discussion where you can 

contribute to all the ideas and help other delegations to seek solutions. If you already have 

experience, enjoy it from start to finish, apply all your knowledge and skills to make the sessions 

an endless discussion, get to know and listen to the other delegations because there is always 

something new to learn, and I hope this isn't your last Model UN. 

I recognize the effort of each one of the delegates, secretariat, organizing committee, without you, 

this would not be possible. I know each one of you has put all your heart into the making process 

of this project. 

Embrace, enjoy and make this space into yours so you can raise your voice. 

 

 

Jacqueline Guadalupe Molina Cen 

Secretary General, UADYMUN 2021 
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 

It is with the utmost pleasure that your chair greets you to the Security Council in this 

edition of UADYMUN. Despite the circumstances, we hope that you will enjoy what the secretariat 

has prepared, as this model is a work of love from all the people involved. Hopefully, by the end 

of the sessions this model will leave you with new experiences and knowledge to aid you in the 

future. All the members of this chair can attest to the power that one of these events can have on 

our personal growth, and the way we interact with the world. This is because, even though 

UADYMUN is a simulation, the topics we discuss during its sessions are very real, with real 

ramifications which affect very real human beings. We have a responsibility to be well informed 

about these issues, because that is the only way we may be able to build a better world for all.  

However, the very real effects in the world the topics we discuss in this Council have, also 

carry with them a strong responsibility and moral obligation. These are not subjects we should 

treat lightly; they should not serve simply as a battleground to see who the best rhetorical fighter 

is. We need to always treat them with the respect and humanity they deserve. But even though 

this all might make addressing the topics sound like a gigantic task, we are fully confident that 

you are all able to lead us to an effective resolution. 

Remember that the topics every Model UN helps us explore are extremely important for 

all of us as global citizens, and they help us develop important skills of diplomacy and negotiation. 

But overall UADYMUN is an open and safe space for you to learn about our reality while you 

create meaningful connections and have fun. 

Delegates, we hope you enjoy this Model as much as we enjoyed preparing it for you. We 

are here for everything you might need, and we are thrilled to meet each and every single one of 

you. We are already proud of the simple fact that you decided to join us, as the world is always in 

need of young people who are willing to let their voices be heard. 

Without further ado, Delegates, the floor is open. 

The chair: Alejandro Preciat Campos, Omar Barrera Carrillo and  
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THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

 The United Nations Security Council, or UNSC is the United Nations organ in charge of 

the peaceful and diplomatic resolution of conflicts. The council was established in 1945 with the 

signing and subsequent ratification of the United Nations charter, which also called for the creation 

of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the 

International Court of Justice, and the UN General Secretariat. (Security Council, n.d.) All 

subsequent organs emanate from these six, which puts the Security Council at the sextuple co-

head of the UN organization chart. At the council’s direct disposal are subsidiary bodies such as 

the Disarmament Commission, the Criminal Law Commission, and the Human Rights Council, 

among others. (United Nations, n.d.) 

After its founding, the Security Council met for the first time on January 17, 1946, and 

since then it has dealt with and mitigated a wide variety of international conflicts. Most of these 

sessions have been held in the United Nations headquarters in New York City, USA. (Security 

Council, n.d.) 

In these discussions, resolutions are drawn up on the topics discussed, and unlike the 

decisions made by the General Assembly, all Member States are obliged to abide by the 

established points. (Security Council, n.d.) 

The Security Council consists of 15 members. Of these, the 5 founding States, and the 

main allies in the Second World War (the United States of America, The People's Republic of 

China, the Russian Federation, the French Republic, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland) are permanent, and have the right of veto, that is, they can revoke any 

resolution drawn up by the other members of the council. The remaining 10 States are selected 

by a vote carried out by the General Assembly for a period of 2 years. Currently the non-

permanent members are Estonia, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, Niger, Norway, Saint Vincent 

and the Grenadines, Tunisia, and Vietnam. (Security Council, 2021) 

Chapter V of the charter of the United Nations, states that the UN and its Member States 

"confer on the Security Council primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace 

and security." And for this purpose, the same letter delimits the powers of the council as the 

following:  

● to impose sanctions or even authorize the use of force to maintain or restore international 

peace and security;  

● to investigate any dispute or situation that might lead to international friction; 

● to recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement;  

● to formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments; 

● to determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to recommend 

what action should be taken;  

● to call on members to apply economic sanctions and other nonviolent measures; 

● to take military action against an aggressor. (United Nations, 1945) 
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TOPIC A: ORGANIZED CRIME AS A THREAT TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY 

The growth and militarization of criminal organizations throughout the world have put the 

human rights of the general population at a severe risk. For example, as of today, Mexico -

undoubtedly one of the countries most affected by organized illicit activities- has a homicide rate 

of 28 per 100,000 inhabitants, from which it is speculated that around 80 percent are directly 

linked to cartel violence (N/A, 2021). This alarmingly high rate of violence puts the human cost of 

the Mexican drug war in a comparable or even worse position to that of other territories under 

conventional armed struggles. Another significant case of a “war against drugs” policy is that of 

the Philippines, in which over 12,000 Filipinos have lost their lives since President Rodrigo Duterte 

declared it in 2016 (Human rights watch, n.d.). The clashes between state forces and national 

and international criminal organizations, like the Mexican Cartel Jalisco Nueva Generación, have 

had a massive toll on its population (Olario, n.d.). 

Mexico and the Philippines are only two glaring examples of the vast consequences of the 

escalation of conflict between criminal organizations amongst each other and against state actors; 

and in the case of the Philippines, we start to see the consequences of a globalized criminal 

economy, in which organizations from around the world participate in conflict outside of their own 

national borders.  

"Organized crime has globalized and turned into one of the world's foremost economic 

and armed powers," said Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC, n.d.). It is important to understand that the global organized crime is 

composed of many actors and organizations from all around the world, it is not foolish to say that 

it has become a kind of illegal global market in which the cooperation between criminal 

organizations, mainly economically, has become key to its existence and strengthening; but, 

beyond the most visible activity, drug trafficking, there are numerous other criminal acts 

committed by organizations, such as firearms trafficking, product counterfeiting, steal and 

dispossession of natural resources, human trafficking for sex or forced labor, migrant smuggling, 

maritime piracy and cybercrime.  

The vast array of criminal activities conducted by these groups have, in turn, a diverse set 

of consequences. From the aforementioned high homicide rates to sexual assault and internal 

displacement. The latter has grown to such a rate, that it has generated refugee crises on a 

smaller scale than the crises generated by armed conflicts, but no less worrying; especially 

because these are happening in countries that do not currently face conventional armed struggle. 

In Honduras, the data reveals that close to 247,000 people have been forced out of their areas 

owing mostly to the threat or risk of violence (IDMC). In El Salvador, over 130,000 people were 

displaced during 2012 alone (N/A, 2020). This data suggests that forced displacement caused by 

transnational criminal organizations is a major problem at a significant scale. The criminal 

organizations operate with a large degree of autonomy, using violence to control a ‘core’ territory, 
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impose its will on local inhabitants and carry out extortion, social and political influence. They are 

also well-organized, heavily armed, and disciplined. In poor communities, working for these 

groups represents one of the lone sources of income, and they can be generous in the provision 

of material support; due to this reason the criminal organizations have won the protection of these 

vulnerable communities, and therefore, make state intervention even harder. 

The fight against the expansion of criminal organizations is an incredibly complex one, but 

is of crucial importance that, even with its inherent difficulty, the international community may seek 

avenues to address the issue. The reason comes down to the enormous toll criminal 

organizations currently have on the residents of the areas where they operate. It is important to 

remember that the people who live in these areas are not just assets for state and non-state actors 

to fight each other, but they are human beings who, as in any other conventional armed struggle, 

have seen their fundamental rights and dignities jeopardized. As such, it is imperative for the 

international community to safeguard the human rights of these people, and to prevent other 

populations from experiencing the same, by halting the expansion of organized crime.  

The United Nations has put the combating of transnational criminal organizations at the 

forefront before. Resolution A/55/25 of the General Assembly, for example, spoke about, among 

other things, the consequences of illicit activities such as human trafficking and arms smuggling. 

It established The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, the main 

international legislation on the fight against global criminal organizations, as well as The Protocol 

to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, which was the first legally binding 

international document with an agreed upon definition of human trafficking, and The Protocol 

against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and Components and 

Ammunition (2001). The Security Council, for its part, has been strong in condemning organized 

crime when it helps finance the activities of conventional terrorist organizations. Such was the 

case with resolutions 2195(2014) and 2482(2019). In the latter topics related to arms and 

narcotics smuggling were also discussed. However, Security Council resolutions have been 

lacking in addressing non-terrorist related criminal organizations and the threat they possess for 

the protection of human rights in the areas they operate in.  

With this discussion, we plan to focus on the areas of the issue the Security Council has 

yet to fully address. We want to look at economically motivated transnational criminal 

organizations with the same internationalist eye the Council has applied when combating their 

ideologically motivated counterparts, but we want to frame the fight against organized crime, not 

simply as a problem of border security and global diplomacy, but as a humanitarian crisis 

comparable to other armed conflicts. However, it must be remarked that, as the Security Council 

we must put the international security perspective first, and from there, work towards bettering 

the conditions for the fight for human rights in the regions affected.  

A good general framework to address the issues set by this document would be: To set 

up the issue and establish important background information; starting from the particular to build 
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up for the general issue, the delegations experiencing the blunt of organized crime should share 

their general experiences; build up from said experiences, and find their similarities and 

differences amongst each other, to construct a general sense of the threat; find the causes for 

the expansion of criminal activities; discuss a way to mitigate the conflict and halt their expansion, 

without further threatening the human rights of the populations being victimized by criminal 

organizations; discuss what the role of the international community on these proposed solutions; 

and start working on the resolution. Delegates may also be inclined to discuss the controversy 

regarding the labeling of criminal groups as terrorist organizations, and what would this label 

represent for the fight against transnational crime. 

Our aim is for the delegations to reach a resolution with a humanitarian essence, one that 

is closer to the human cost of organized illicit activities. We hope that the present discussion leads 

to solutions that are not necessarily focused solely on the sale and distribution of illegal drugs 

transnationally, but instead, on preventing human rights violations through the efforts of the 

international community, without ever losing the emphasis on the role of international security and 

the faculties of the Security Council.  

By the end of the last session, all delegates will become hopefully more aware of the cases 

of widespread physical violence, displacement crises, sexual assault, dispossession of goods and 

property, and all the other problems derived from the constant expansion and conflict of criminal 

organizations. With this newfound knowledge we expect delegates to start seeing the human cost 

of this issue, instead of the endless stream of dehumanized statistics. 
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GUIDE QUESTIONS 

● What separates organized crime from unorganized illicit activities? Why do you think the 

discussion of this specific type of criminality is important for the international community? 

 

● Which groups poses the bigger threats to international security? 

 

● Does your country suffer from widespread criminal violence? If so, what actions has your 

government taken to combat it? 

 

● How does the violation of human rights by criminal organizations undermine international 

relations? 

 

● How can state actors fight against organized crime without risking conflict escalation? 

 

● Do you border any country with a high rate of organized crime? How has your country 

worked to halt its spread into your own borders? 

 

● Should some criminal organizations be recognized as terrorist groups? What would be the 

ramifications of this label ascription? 

 

● What is your delegation’s stance on national security? Does it have a “tough on crime” 

policy? 

 

● Does your delegation enforce strict border security? With what purpose? 

 

● Can organized crime be fought through other means outside of armed struggle? If so, can 

your delegation offer any precedent? 

 

● What have been the consequences of the war against drugs in different countries? 

 

● What partnerships can emerge to fight against transnational criminal organizations? 

 

● What conditions in a state can cause the growth of organized illicit activities? 

 

● What policies could the international community enforce to aid debilitated governments in 

the fight against local organized criminal activities? 
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RECOMMENDED READING 

Article: La mayoría de los homicidios en México tienen que ver con el narcotráfico 

https://www.dw.com/es/la-mayor%C3%ADa-de-los-homicidios-en-m%C3%A9xico-tiene-que-

ver-con-el-narcotr%C3%A1fico/a-56339209  

Article: No protection for Mexicans displaced by armed gangs and drug cartels. 

https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2020/08/25/Mexico-internal-displacement-

crisis-conflict  

Article: Coronavirus y crimen organizado: cómo se adaptan los carteles, las maras y las pandillas 

a la pandemia https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-52350436  

Article: Inside Mexico’s neglected displacement crisis (Deslandes, A) 

https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2020/08/25/Mexico-internal-displacement-

crisis-conflict  

Press Release: Organized Crime Has Globalized and Turned into a Security Threat 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2010/June/organized-crime-has-globalized-

and-turned-into-a-security-threat.html  

Resolution: S/RES/2482 https://undocs.org/S/RES/2482(2019)  

Resolution: S/RES/2195(2014) https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=es/S/RES/2195(2014)  

Protocol: United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols 

Thereto https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/organized-

crime/intro/UNTOC.html#:~:text=of%20national%20authorities.-

,The%20Protocol%20to%20Prevent%2C%20Suppress%20and%20Punish%20Trafficking%20in

%20Persons,definition%20on%20trafficking%20in%20persons.  

Report: Philippines’ ‘War on Drugs’ https://www.hrw.org/tag/philippines-war-drugs   

Report: Current Situation Of Transnational Organized Crime In The Philippines. 54, 10. 

https://unafei.or.jp/publications/pdf/RS_No54/No54_13PA_Olario.pdf 
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TOPIC B: THE ESCALATION OF TENSIONS IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA 

Under the Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), all nations have the right to an 

exclusive economic zone (EZN), in which each state enjoys special rights to all marine resources 

contained within 200 nautical miles from their coast, and to enforce their authority over said area 

(1984). However, this territorial division is not as clear cut as it is written under the bass legislation. 

Occasionally, the overlapping territories cause clashes between nations, which the international 

community is sometimes not equipped to answer too. Such is the case of the current tensions in 

the South China Sea, which directly involves China, the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia, Vietnam, 

and Brunei. 

Even though the UNCLOS outlines that in the case of overlapping EZNs, nations are 

obligated to negotiate with each other, due to the economic and geopolitical importance of the 

area, this has not yet happened in the case of the South China Sea. Roughly a fourth of all trade, 

the equivalent to approximately 3.37 million dollars, travel through the area annually, and its 

marine fauna serves as one of the main sources of food for the circumventing nations; not to 

mention the great quantity of oil and natural gas contained in its ocean floor (Fisher, 2016). This 

compounds into a situation in which no nation wants to lay off their claims. 

The importance of maintaining the validity of their claims has prompted the nations 

involved to strengthen their military capabilities in the area. Ever since 2009, China has built a 

series of military outposts to secure their claims, and in return, its opponents have done the same, 

kick-starting what effectively amounts to an arm race in the region (Grossman, n. d.). This standoff 

has a severe risk of escalation of conflict. 

The critical position of the area prompts even countries with no direct access to the South 

China sea to also follow the conflict closely. The United States and Australia have rejected large 

parts of China’s maritime claims in support of their Asian allies (Lee & Baldor, 2020), and the 

former has even conducted exercises of navigation in the area, which in turn, further escalated 

tensions with China (Austin, n.d.). This all means that the possibility of an armed conflict could 

escalate out of the bounds of a regional dispute and transcend into a global issue involving most 

nations. 

It is important to address the escalation of tensions in the South China Sea since it 

represents a threat to international stability, to the sovereignty of the States of the region and to 

the security of millions of people who live in that geographical area; likewise, it represents a threat 

to trade and free transit in the south-east Asia-Pacific area. As previously expressed, the critical 

position of the region gives it a fundamental asset in the world economy, but this importance also 

makes it prone to territorial disputes between the nations involved, and it is the responsibility of 

the Security Council to avoid any possible conflict between the parties. 

The United Nations has routinely called for the peaceful resolution of conflicts related to 
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international waters. A lot of these issues are settled through the International Court of Justice, 

including most recently the Philippines v. China arbitration on the issue at hand (Birdwell 2020).  

For these kinds of cases, the United Nations established the previously mentioned UNCLOS in 

1984, which outlines the rights and responsibilities of all States regarding international and their 

own national waters. The Security Council itself is no stranger to conflicts related to maritime law. 

Concerning the disputes between Greece and Turkey on the Aegean Sea, for example, the 

Council adopted unanimously resolution 395, which called for both parties to settle the issue 

under the mediation of UN institutions, and reaffirmed the Council’s concern of the escalation of 

tensions in the area (1976). The council also addressed the issue of maritime border disputes in 

general terms in its 7818 meeting (. However, progress in the Security Council regarding the issue 

in the South China Sea specifically has been slow. The problem puts the interests of some of the 

permanent members of the Council at odds, which means that the progress that has been made 

in the General Assembly, the International Court of Justice and other committees has not been 

able to seep into the Security Council. 

Outside of the realm of the United Nations, the nations involved in the issue have been 

trying to settle it through other means. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 

China have been engaged in a dialogue to settle the issue diplomatically since the early nineties. 

However, the talks to adopt a general code of conduct for the region have not been successful, 

only leading to non-binding agreements (2018). 

       This discussion’ objective is to finally reach an agreement in which all parties 

involved may halt the further escalation of tensions. For this we envision a resolution in which the 

arm race and the fight for the control of uninhabited islands to establish a state’s dominance in 

the area stops completely. We also plan to establish a more effective channel of communication 

between the nations in the area, so that further collaboration in multiple rubrics may be obtained. 

This will help to ensure closer diplomatic relations, which will make further negotiations easier 

and more peaceful. Finally It is of the utmost importance to remark that this debate will not only 

aid in the specific case of the South China sea, but it will also help the international community to 

establish commissions of mediation to mitigate future disputes. This is why every country, no 

matter how far they are from the area, has an interest in an effective resolution, because in today’s 

global economy and with the importance it conferes to trade in the high seas, all coastal nations 

are subject to possible maritime disputes, and even States without access to the sea rely on the 

maintenance of peace in their neighbors’ territorial waters. 

To ensure the safeguarding of each state’s sovereignty, and to avoid a possible veto from 

one of the permanent members we do not plan for these solutions to be deterministic, we envision 

a protocol of open communication and mediation, that will also help with future regional disputes 

outside of the bounds of the South China Sea. 

       These solutions will be obtained if we conduct a discussion based on the faculties 

of the Council, in which specific economic and mercantile issues are set aside to instead focus 



 

14 
 

on mediation and the insurance of diplomatic avenues for the mitigation of tensions. Therefore, if 

this topic is to be open, all nations not directly involved in the area will also have a fundamental 

role. They will become conciliators between the States with direct stakes on the South China Sea. 

They will help bring forward an effective mediation, especially considering their previously 

mentioned interest on the maintenance of peace in high traffic maritime areas.   

We recommend the following framework in order to reach an effective Resolution: To set 

up the issue and establish important background information and context; to express the concerns 

of the member States in and outside the region; to recall previous legislation and other efforts 

undertaken to combat the issue, and discuss how they could be worked on; to propose mediation 

as a possible solution to the conflict and discuss its implementation; to draft a framework for the 

construction and implementation of institutions to mitigate this and further maritime disputes; to 

propose other possible solutions to the issue; to start work on the resolution.  

The purpose of this discussion is for the delegations to learn that to resolve disputes and 

ease tensions between States it is necessary to engage in dialogue and mediation. In the case of 

the South China Sea region, various conflicts develop between the People's Republic of China 

and the other countries of the region in order to determine to whom these waters legitimately 

belong; The delegates must use all their diplomatic skills to establish a framework of peace and 

dialogue in the region, setting precedents for the resolution of comparable conflicts. The soul of 

the topic and the expected resolution requires a multinational frame to be effective and successful. 
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GUIDE QUESTIONS 

● Which relevant treaties and other documentation are enforced in international maritime 

law? 

 

● What gives validity to a country’s claim over their territorial waters?  

 

● Does your country have any history with maritime disputes?  

 

● Does your delegation have an extensive exclusive economic zone? If so, what measures 

does it implement for its protection? 

 

● What can your delegation do to mediate the present conflict? 

 

● Does your delegation have any special economic or geopolitical interests in the area? 

 

● Is your country allied with any of the parties directly involved in the dispute? 

 

● How do China's maritime disputes in the East and South China Seas differ? How are they 

similar? 

 

● What is at stake for the countries involved in the East and South China Sea disputes? 

 

● What role does nationalism play in the disputed maritime regions? What role has 

nationalism played in the past in these areas? 

 

● What role have international and regional organizations like the UN and ASEAN played in 

easing regional tensions surrounding the South China Sea disputes? 

 

● Which other conflicts could be used as a point of reference in the current situation? 

 

● What kind of solutions do you see for the tensions in the South China sea? Could these 

solutions be applied to other similar situations? 

 

● How does the recent rise of China as a global superpower play into the conflict?  
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GLOSSARY 

UN and MUN terminology 

Caucus: The way in which the entire discussion is segmented. Caucuses are smaller debates or 

plenaries designated to specific topics or actions. They are divided into two: Moderated caucuses, 

which follow a strict protocol and are generally used for debate purposes; and Unmoderated 

caucuses, which are slightly looser protocol-wise and are mostly (but not exclusively) used for the 

drafting of the working papers. 

Economic sanctions: Economic, financial, and commercial penalty applied to a state by other 

nations. 

Floor: the plenary used to engage with the debate. Whenever the moderator indicates that the 

floor is open, delegates may participate by introducing a motion. 

Motion: Operational actions and phrases used in specific circumstances. The main way for 

delegates to interact with the debate proceedings. 

Position paper: The document in which each delegation outlines their main points concerning 

each topic.  

Resolution: The document containing the solutions proposed by the Council. This document has 

had to be approved by the Chair, the Secretary General, and by the Council at large.  

Roll call: the moment in which the Conference official will call out each delegation to see if they 

are present at the meeting. 

Signatories: Supporters of a draft resolution. 

Speakers’ List: the established order in which delegations will address the council. 

Sponsors: Main authors of a resolution. 

Subsidiary organs: Organs within the United Nations which are dependent on other organs 

higher up in the organization chart.  

The Chair: The authority within the sessions. The chair oversees the flow of the debate, and it is 

comprised of the conference official, the moderator, and the president. 

United Nations Charter: International treaty which established the United Nations and served to 

outline its internal constitution.  

Veto: The right of the permanent 5 to discard any resolution projects. 



 

18 
 

Working Paper: The document in which all delegations or a group of delegations outline the 

proposed solutions for the topic. It is written on the latter half of the sessions, and it serves as the 

main outline for the eventual resolution. 

Yield: Transfer the remaining speaking time of a delegation to something else. Mostly used during 

the opening speeches, where a delegate may have the option to yield their time to questions, to 

the chair, or to another delegation. 

Topic A: Organized crime as a threat to human rights and international security 

Acts of terrorism: Criminal acts perpetrated to instill terror in the general population in order to 

further a political or ideological goal. They are generally carried out against civilians and non-

combatants. 

Armed conflict: A dispute between at least two armed state or non-state parties which results in 

mid to heavy casualties 

Border security: Policies regarding the movement between territorial boundaries to fight against 

unauthorized travel or trade. 

Displaced person: An individual who, for circumstantial events, is forced to leave their place of 

residence.   

Human trafficking: The trade of humans for commercial, sexual and other exploitative purposes. 

Humanitarian crisis: An emergency situation in which humanitarian aid is required to an 

unusually superior degree.  

Non-state actors: An individual or group of individuals who, without state power, exert a 

significant role in a political issue 

Transnational organized crime: self-perpetuating associations of individuals who operate by 

illegal means across international borders with the purpose of economic gain. 

Smuggling: The illegal transportation of goods or people between borders. 

Topic B: The escalation of tensions in the South China Sea 

Baseline: the line, from which the seaward limits of a state’s certain maritime zones of jurisdiction 

is measured, including the Exclusive economic zone.   

Exclusive economic zone: established by the UNCLOS, it is an area of the ocean in which a 

state has special rights regarding exploration and the exploitation of resources contained within. 

It extends 200 nautical miles from each state´s bassline. 
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Maritime boundaries: A conceptual delimitation of the world’s oceans typically based on 

geopolitical ascriptions. 

Maritime law: A series of rules dedicated to establishing a framework of governance for matters 

pertaining to the open waters. 

Nautical Miles: unit of measurement used in maritime and aerial navigation. It is equivalent to 

1852 meters. 

Territorial Sea: the area of the ocean which immediately delimits a state’s coastline, and in which 

said state enforces its single authority and sovereignty. 

Southeast Asia: One of the twenty-two main sub-regions from which the United Nations delimits 

the world. It comprises the countries of Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei, 

East Malaysia, East Timor, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Singapore. 
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GUIDE I: POSITION PAPER 

These IV guidelines do not apply to the UNICEF, Press Corps and Crisis Committees, for these 

three committees review their respective manuals.  

The Position Paper is the written statement in which each delegate clearly and concisely 

sets out its country's position on the issues before the committee and the solutions it wishes to 

promote in this regard. It includes both the general context of the issue and the main information 

relating to the State the delegate represents. The drafting of the document is fundamental to the 

Model, as it allows a delegate to organize itself with the research tasks and to gather relevant 

information that can be used in the sessions. It also serves to inform both the chair and the other 

delegates of the possible solutions that each delegate can bring to the discussion.    

Format and content 

The format of the document is as follows:  

1. Use the UADYMUN Position Paper Template provided by the chair; 

2. Fill in the delegate and committee name information;  

3. Verify that the margins are set to top 4 cm, bottom 2.54 cm, left 2.54 cm, right 2.54 cm 

(to do this, on the Word toolbar go to the layout section and locate the margin settings); 

4. Use Arial 11 font with multiple line spacing at 1.15; 

5. Check that the wording is in the third person ("the delegate thinks that..."); 

6. Verify that the length per topic is one page, maximum two pages, giving a total of a 

maximum of four pages per document without including references. 

 

The content of the document is as follows (one paragraph can be written per item):  

1. Introduction: It should be concise and explain the topic in a general way and identify 

the main elements (the aim is to present a global vision of the topic, which may include 

related international actions such as resolutions, treaties, etc. or specify the relevance 

of the topic for the international community); 

2. Relationship of the country to the issue: Seeks to set out the official position of the 

country's government on the issue in question, including some of the policies it has 

adopted. To do this, delegates can research official country documents that support 

the position. (their success or failure can be shared in the sessions).  

3. Solutions: Seeks to list the country's main solutions according to documents, national 

priorities, and the committee's powers and limitations; 

4. General statement: Seeks to conclude the document by clearly identifying the 

nation's current position on the issue. In this paragraph, delegates can also state their 

expectations for the committee's work; 

5. References: Seek to follow the APA Standards 7th. Edition. delegates should cite 

within the text (not footnotes) and at the end of the two topics list their references from 
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reliable sources specifying the division between the two topics. (To make the URLs 

look more aesthetic you can use the bit.ly URL shortener).  

 

Evaluation Criteria  

  

Each position paper will be evaluated based on the following criteria:  

1. Punctuality: Deliver the document to the chair's official e-mail address on the date 

previously communicated; 

2. Format: The format follows the indications and is easy to read; 

3. Content: The introduction to the topic, the country's relationship to the topic, the 

solutions, and the conclusion can be clearly identified; 

4. Viable solution proposals: An understanding of the issue and the country's position 

has resulted in relevant and viable solution proposals; 

5. References: Use APA Standards 7th. Edition, reliable sources and at least one official 

document of the country;  

6. Grammar and language: The grammar is correct and the language used is inclusive*. 

 

There are some important phrases and vocabulary that are used to achieve respectful, 

diplomatic and inclusive language. For example: 

 

Instead of... Use... 

War Armed conflict 

Black  Person of African descent, African, African 

American 

Army Armed Forces 

Disabled People with disabilities 

Third world country, developed country Growing economy 

 

 Finally, each position paper is the result of exhaustive research, its drafting provides a 

better understanding of the country and the intricacies of its foreign policy. However, it does not 

seek to explain an excess of information, as the text should be brief. During the sessions, there 

will be an opportunity to share the knowledge acquired. Similarly, the chair will be available to 

answer any questions that arise with the position paper.  
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EXAMPLE OF A POSITION PAPER 

Delegate: Republic of Fiji     

Economic and Social Council Committee  

Topic A: Combating Climate Change through the Green Economy 

 In the same spirit as United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres, Fiji views 

climate change as the most important systemic threat not only to the country but to humanity as 

a whole (UN, 2018), as it possesses enough power to impact key efforts such as human 

development, poverty alleviation, ecosystem management, international security, among others, 

which not only threaten the future of the country, but also national and international economies 

as they seek solutions to the problem. When countries seek alternatives, they often encounter 

barriers that, instead of easing the path, make it more complicated, so they choose to continue 

on their current course rather than embark on new options that challenge their economies. It is 

imperative that the Economic and Social Council act as an ally in the search for solutions that 

promote climate adaptation in economic terms, so that it can be presented as a possibility for all 

countries rather than as a considerable expense. That is why Fiji strongly believes that all 

countries must propose solutions that will enable a transition to an economic model that supports 

both international trade and the environment. 

 Fiji's relationship with climate change is a very clear and high priority. According to the 

World Bank (2000), some of the most significant problems for the country's society and economy 

include, increasing rates of disease as temperatures rise; increasingly severe and destructive 

storms and weather patterns; and disruption to agriculture from saltwater intrusion into farmland. 

Thus, economically speaking revitalizing agriculture and promoting food security are key 

objectives of the government (WTO, 2016). However, these factors alone contribute to damages 

reaching $52 million per year (UN, 2017), causing problems when it comes to funding solutions. 

This is why the United Nations is right in stating that climate adaptation financing schemes are 

key at the global level (UNDP, 2021). Likewise, within the framework of international initiatives 

such as the Global Environment Facility, the Green Climate Fund or the Vulnerable Climate 

Forum, the Government of the Republic of Fiji (2018) is participating in the conversation with the 

aim of finding the most efficient solutions to make climate adaptation financially possible. 

 It is for all of the above, that hand in hand with the recommendations of the fifth report of 

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, 2014) and the national priorities set out 

in the Government of the Republic of Fiji's National Adaptation Plan (2018), the country considers 

as viable solutions:  

1. Economic and Financial Solutions: such as the application of existing and emerging 

economic instruments that encourage climate adaptation by providing incentives to 

anticipate and reduce impacts (especially on agriculture and food security). These may 

include public-private financing partnerships, loans, payments for environmental services, 
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improved resource prices, fees and subsidies, standards and regulations, and risk sharing 

and risk transfer mechanisms.  

2. Research and Development (R&D) solutions: such as the creation of studies that 

estimate the overall cost of adaptation, as well as financing and investment.  

 

 Finally, as the World Bank (2000) has designated, island countries, of which Fiji is one, 

play a key role in the so-called "no regrets policy" aimed at reducing current vulnerability to 

extreme weather events. This strengthened focus on optimal adaptation strategies and economic 

analysis can reinforce the idea that it is possible for all countries to contribute to a broader green 

economy. It is under these premises that the Fiji delegate seeks to work together with the other 

delegates on the committee with the aim of proposing more creative, innovative and efficient 

solutions.  
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GUIDE II: IN-SESSION DISCUSSION 

 It is of priority importance to clarify that the purpose of the Model is that through diplomatic 

dialogue, negotiation and leadership skills, delegates work together to solve the issues raised 

during the debate through speeches on a given topic, with the objective of arriving at a document 

called a resolution, which encompasses the main ideas and solutions to that topic. 

Introduction 

● This first part, which generally covers the first and the beginning of the second session, 

serves to set the Topic and allow delegates to make their initial comments. 

● Throughout the Model, the chair will be in charge of overseeing and enabling the 

functioning of the debate, to understand the different positions and responsibilities of the 

members, see the UADYMUN 2021 Virtual Protocol.  
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● During sessions, delegates may use motions that allow them to take specific actions within 

the committee:  

 

1. Procedural motion: to set agenda, establish caucus (moderate/moderate), 

adjourn, introduce possible draft resolution, close debate (most commonly used 

motion).  

2. Motion of personal privilege (either in the forum or by diplomatic note) to leave 

the room, remove jacket, adjust temperature, drink water, ask another delegate to 

raise its voice, add to Speakers' List.  

● "delegate of Spain: Motion of personal privilege to plug in my computer 

charger".  

3. Motion of parliamentary doubt: for questions to the chair concerning protocol or 

the course of the debate or for advice on the conduct of the debate and other 

relevant matters.  

4. Point of order: to notify the table of some mistake or error in the protocol or its 

functions.  

5. Questioning motion (with option of brief preamble): to ask questions about a 

specific delegate's position, documents or speeches, which has the following 

process for introduction: 

1. "Motion to question delegate X": 

2. The moderator asked if any other delegates had further questions; 

3. The delegate requesting the Motion asks its question with the right to a 

follow-up question; 

4. The General Committee will ask the delegate concerned whether it 

wishes to reply. If it does, it will have one and a half minutes;  

5. If not, any other delegate wishing to ask a question may do so; 

6. In the same vein, the General Committee would ask again whether the 

delegate in question wished to reply; if not, the debate would continue.   

● When any delegate wishes to take the floor, it should do so through one of the motions by 

raising its hand.  

● When voting on a motion, the table will notify delegates of the process to be used, either 

by using only the show of hands reaction when indicated by the Moderator; or by using 

the green tick reaction when in favor and the red cross reaction when opposed, this 

reaction to be held and removed as indicated by the table.  

● Only the personal privilege motion can be introduced at any time, all other motions must 

wait for moderation to open the forum.  

● Motions of personal privilege, points of order, and parliamentary doubt may be sent 

through diplomatic notes.  

● All motions pass with a simple majority (50% + 1) vote in favor (with the exception of the 

procedural motion to close debate which requires 2/3 in favor).  
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● delegates should note that as the last minutes of a session approach, it is necessary to 

conclude the session by a "procedural motion" (waiting for the moderator to say 

"Establish") "to adjourn. This motion is voted on and requires a simple majority (50% + 1).  

● The clerk's office will visually notify when a delegate has 15 seconds remaining on the 

speaking time of a Speakers'' list or moderated caucus. If the time is exceeded, the 

moderator shall interrupt the delegate's speech.  

 

1) Opening statement by the chair 

● The chair introduces itself, expresses its expectations of the event and announces general 

announcements. 

  

2) Roll Call 

● The clerk calls the roll in alphabetical order at the beginning of each session. A person 

from the delegate responds: "The delegate...is present and voting.  

o If the delegate enters late, it may notify by means of a diplomatic note. 

● The presiding officer will then yield the floor to the Chair to officially open the session. 

 

3) Agenda setting 

1. Motion: After roll call, the Moderator will open the "delegates forum is open, are there any 

motions on it? At this time, the only acceptable motion is  

2. a "procedural motion" (waiting for the Moderator to say "establish"), "to set the agenda in 

favor of topic A/B".  

3. Second: The moderator then asks if there is a delegate seconding the motion (in favor). 

The table will identify these two delegates.   

4. Initial Vote: The Moderator conducts the vote both for and against. If there is a unanimous 

yes vote, the motion automatically passes. If not, the table will identify the first two people 

to vote against it.  

a. In the specific case of the High Level Political Forum committee which has only 

one topic, delegates will stop at this step and the voting decision will be final. 

However, the only option available is for the topic to be approved, however, 

delegates wishing to say that they are against can do so, but being aware that the 

topic will still be established.  

5. Provisional Speakers' List: After the vote, the Moderation will automatically open a 

provisional list for the four identified persons to justify in one minute the reasons why the 

topic for which they voted should be opened, for this the table will notify which delegate 

starts and then which follows: "delegate of Germany pass to the podium", "delegate of 

Spain to get ready".  

a. In this discourse, you are not allowed to mention the other topic. You cannot say 

"this topic is much better than the other one" or "we should open the other topic".  

6. Final Vote: At the end of the provisional list, another vote is taken, if there is a majority in 

favor the proposed topic is set, if there is a majority against the other topic is set. The 
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moderation will officially announce the topic that has been voted on, "delegates we are 

discussing the topic...".  

 

4) Speakers' List 

● Once the topic is established, the moderator opens the forum "delegates the forum is 

open, are there any motions on it, where the only acceptable motion is a "procedural 

motion" (waiting for the moderator to say "establish"), "to open the Speakers' List".) This 

motion passes automatically and does not require a vote or second. In this list, delegates 

will briefly express their expectations, positions, and proposals for the topic and the future 

work of the committee. 

● The mover of the motion goes first, all other delegates wishing to be added must be 

notified according to the process communicated by the table, either using the show of 

hands reaction or through a personal privilege motion sent in a diplomatic note.  

● The speaking time for the roll call is one and a half minutes. If a delegate runs over time, 

the chair will ask the delegate to conclude the speech, but if there is time left over, the 

following options are available: 

1. Cede time to the table: time is discarded (this is the most common); 

2. Give the time to another delegate: the delegate decides whether to accept or 

not (when finished, the time cannot be given again); 

3. Allow time for points of questioning: other delegates may ask questions (the 

time taken by another delegate to ask the question to the person who gave the 

speech is not counted, the time runs from the time the question is answered).  

a. If time permits, it is possible to ask up to two or more questions, but most 

often only one.  

● This type of speech is a very brief one, so it is recommended that you write one 

especially for this list and do not read your position paper. For a speech example see 

Guide IV: Speech for the Speakers' List.   

 

Development 

● This second part, covering most of the sessions, from the second to about the seventh, 

serves to first share relevant information and discuss solutions to the issue through 

moderated caucuses, and then to draft this information into a possible draft resolution 

through immoderate caucuses.  

● A moderate caucus takes about 10-15 minutes, an immoderate caucus takes about 10-15 

minutes at the beginning, at the time of writing it can be as long as 30 minutes.  

● It is important to establish clear and concise caucus titles related to the topic, as many are 

not convincing because they do not meet these characteristics.  

● Throughout the debate, it is possible to make use of other motions such as personal 

privilege, points of order, parliamentary doubt and questioning.  

● Both moderate and immoderate caucuses can only be extended three times to the same 

length and with the same name. To do this, delegates propose a "procedural motion" 
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(wait for moderation to say "establish"), to extend the previous caucus to X minutes, X 

minutes/seconds per speaker to discuss....".  

 

1) Introduction to the topic  

● This first section begins at the end of the Speakers' List when the moderator announces 

"delegates the forum is open, are there any motions in the forum?" and generally covers 

sessions 2 and 3, and most of session 4.  

● Usually at the beginning, a delegate sets up a facilitated caucus for the purpose of 

introducing the topic, either to contextualize, set priorities, identify definitions, or mention 

its importance and timeliness. To do this, a delegate establishes a "procedural motion" 

(expect the moderator to say "establish"), "to establish a moderated caucus of X minutes, 

X minutes/seconds per speaker to discuss ....".  

1. Then a vote is taken and if there is a simple majority (50% + 1) in favour the caucus 

is opened, if there is no majority it is not opened and is returned to the forum for 

other motions to be proposed.   

 

● It is possible to introduce a 15-minute immoderate caucus in the first sessions with the 

objective of setting the course of the debate and identifying a list of moderated caucuses 

to be discussed. To do this the proposing delegate should establish an "immoderate 

caucus" (expect the moderator to say "establish"), "to establish an immoderate caucus of 

X minutes for the purpose of setting the course of the debate". This option can be useful 

when more than three caucuses in a row do not open.  

● In the event that a course of debate cannot be established, delegates continue to propose 

moderated caucuses with the aim of discussing relevant sub-topics of the issue that are 

key to the resolution. 

 

2) Delimitation of blocks and solutions 

● After 10-15 moderated caucuses on sub-topics relevant to the issue, delegates can 

establish different blocks depending on the aspects they want to focus on in order to seek 

an efficient division of labour. This section generally falls between the end of session 4, 

session 5 and the beginning of session 6.   

1. Geographical Blocks: Europe, America, Oceania, Africa and Asia; 

2. Economic Blocs: MERCOSUR, ASEAN, TEMEC, TPP, EU, SAARC; 

3. Axes (according to the way it affects the problem). For example,  

● Topic for discussion: Addressing the social effects of drug trafficking,  

● Axes: Consumer Countries, Transit Countries, Producer Countries; 

4. Pillars (according to the solutions throughout the discussion). For example,  

● Pillars: Short, medium, and long term measures; 

● Pillars: Economic, political, social, etc. solutions.  

● The delegates can make moderated caucuses according to the division of their blocks or 

continue with the different sub-topics. However, at this point the content of the speeches 

changes from a preambulatory character to a resolutive one, that is, they begin to provide 

solutions to the issue.  
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● It is recommended that in this part the delegates are writing down the solutions in a 

document. Once all the solutions that the delegates consider necessary have been 

expressed, the drafting of the possible draft resolution begins.  

 

3) Drafting of the possible draft resolution 

● This third section, generally covering session 6 and most of session 7, is for delegates to 

divide into teams (and may use the small zoom rooms), according to their blocks through 

immoderate caucuses of 15-30 min, in order to begin drafting the previously discussed 

information into the correct language of a resolution (preambulatory and operative). 

● A good time to know when to start drafting a possible draft resolution is to consider that 

you already have them:  

1. Sufficient caucuses on preambulatory topics: this content being descriptive is 

mostly included in the preambulatory sentences (in case solutions were discussed 

in this section, they are put with operative sentences).  

2. Enough caucuses on solutions: this content being resolutive is included in the 

operative sentences.  

● To begin drafting, delegates can be divided either into block teams according to division 

or using any other preferred form of organization.  

● The possible draft resolution should consist of approximately 20 preambulatory clauses 

and 20 operative clauses. For the time being, the official format is not necessary.  

● In order for all delegates to have access to the document, the table will provide the link to 

be used. In this way, even if there is division by teams, all delegates will be able to see 

each other's work and make any necessary comments.  

● It is recommended that after a team finishes the writing part of its draft, it should begin to 

read the work of the others to make observations. Likewise, the Mesa will be monitoring 

and giving suggestions to the project.  

● After the drafting of all clauses has been completed, delegates will post the official 

resolution format (see Draft Resolution Example) for the chair to read and approve 

during an impromptu caucus. 

● For a better understanding of the requirements for a possible draft resolution see Guide 

III: Draft Resolution.  

 

Conclusion 

● This third part generally covers the end of session 7 and the whole of session 8, and 

serves to follow the whole process related to the reading, revision and voting of the draft 

resolution.  

 

1) Introduction and reading of the resolution  

● Once the Board has approved the potential draft resolution and the immoderate caucus 

has concluded, the moderation will open the forum where the only acceptable motion is a 

procedural motion "to introduce the potential draft resolution", this motion does not require 

a vote and passes automatically.  
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● The chair will then give the floor to the delegate or group of delegates previously elected 

by the whole committee to read out the resolution while it is being screened.  

● At this point, the other delegates listen attentively and note any spelling mistakes, 

corrections or observations they deem necessary. 

● From this point on, the term possible is no longer used and becomes "The Draft 

Resolution". 

 

2) Final Reviews  

1. Mandatory Moderation: Once the resolution has been read, the moderator 

automatically opens a mandatory 10-minute Moderation Caucus with the possibility of 

an extension, with the objective of highlighting spelling mistakes, corrections or 

observations previously noted by the delegates in the resolution.  

2. Immoderate: Afterwards, the moderation will suggest that if necessary, an 

immoderate caucus be opened for 15 minutes with the possibility of an extension, with 

the objective of making the necessary modifications to the document.  

 

3) Voting  

● At the end of the caucus, the moderator opens the forum where the only acceptable motion 

will be a procedural motion to "close debate". This motion needs to be voted on and have 

2/3 of the committee in favor. If there are those against, two in favor and two against may 

come to the podium to justify why debate should or should not be closed.  

● If the motion passes, the moderator announces that the debate is closed and proceeds 

automatically to vote on the draft resolution in two rounds: 

1. For, against or with right of explanation 

2. For, against, and those who previously voted with the right of explanation will 

explain the justification of their vote either for or against. 

● To be adopted the resolution needs a simple majority (50% + 1). If rejected, delegates will 

return to the drafting section of the possible draft resolution to continue working on a 

document that is favourable to delegates. If the resolution is accepted, the moderation will 

open the forum notifying that the draft amendments have been initiated.  

● In the specific case of the Security Council committee, for a resolution to be approved, it 

must obtain at least 9 approving votes and no member of the 5 permanent members must 

vote against it. Similarly, any of the 5 has the right of veto and if only one of them uses it, 

the resolution is annulled.  

 

4) Amendments 

● When the moderator opens the forum and gives notice that the amendment project begins, 

the only acceptable motion is a "motion of personal privilege" for the purpose of 

"introducing an amendment," which seeks to make a change to a specific part of the 

resolution, and the process for introducing it is as follows: 

1. Moderation opens the forum; 
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2. A delegate states "motion of personal privilege" (wait for moderation to say 

"establish"), "to establish an amendment"; 

3.   The moderator gives the floor to the delegate to explain its amendment; 

4.   A vote is taken requiring a simple majority (50% + 1) to pass; 

5.   If there is not a simple majority (50% + 1), the delegate that proposed the 

amendment  can justify its reasons in less than one minute, then a 

 delegate that is against  can pass  for a speech of less than one minute 

as well; 

6.   The vote is taken again; 

7.  Depending on the result, it is whether or not it is modified in the resolution.  

● This process is repeated according to the number of amendments, and when there are no 

more amendments, the moderator will announce the existence of the resolution document, 

and then give the floor to the chair for a speech.  

● The Chair then withdraws from the Committee to submit the resolution to the General 

Secretariat, while delegates wait patiently.  

● If rejected, delegates must return to the caucuses to make corrections. If approved, the 

chair makes a final speech and the meeting is adjourned for the last time, thus concluding 

the Model, "Procedural Motion" "To Adjourn". 

 

GUIDE III: DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 The draft resolution is the central objective of the work done in the sessions, since it 

manages to capture the information and solutions discussed in the committee. For this reason, 

only one draft resolution is made on a single topic. It is important that when drafting it, consensus, 

unanimity and equal participation among all delegates is sought and not limited to the drafting of 

only one or one group. 

 While only one document is delivered at the end, in drafting it, delegates are encouraged 

to divide into working groups to facilitate the process. These groups can be based on geographic, 

economic, axes, pillars, or any other form of organization. During this stage, it is not necessary to 

use the official format and it is recommended that in order to identify each clause more easily, the 

symbology (CP#) for preambulatory clause and CO# for operative clause be used. When the 

document is delivered, delegates should not forget to remove this type of symbology and use the 

official numbering.  

Structure 

 The format of a resolution depends on each committee and the chair will provide the Draft 

Resolution Template. However, each draft resolution has a unique symbol at the top right of the 

document or on the cover page, to identify what the elements would be according to your 

committee, review the UN Documentation Research Guide. 

 

https://research.un.org/en/docs/symbols
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1. Heading: The first section specifies the main body to which the committee responds; that 

it is of limited distribution (Distr. Limited), the date on which the resolution is signed and 

the language in which it is written (Original: Spanish).  

a. In the second section, put the full name of the committee, the number of sessions 

they are in (check the latest number on the committee's website, specify the dates 

on which the sessions were held, specify whether agenda topic 1 or 2 was 

discussed (Agenda Topic 1), fill in the title of the topic. At the bottom include the 

titles that are requested.  

 

2. Preambulatory clauses: These refer to the "what and why" of the issue. They serve as 

an introduction and justification as to why it is important for the committee to discuss the 

issue, and also outline relevant past international actions, highlighting past documents, 

treaties, agreements, goals, resolutions, and even the related Sustainable Development 

Goals or the principles of international law they safeguard.  

a. They are short (between 2-4 lines), are written in italics, should not be numbered 

and end with a comma.  

 

3. Operational clauses: These refer to the "how and when" of the problem. They serve to 

offer viable solutions to the content presented in the preambulatory clauses (if at the 

beginning you write a clause that emphasizes the fact that one in three women have 

been victims of intimate partner violence, in this section you would write the specific 

ways in which this issue would be addressed.  

a. In practice there are more operatives than preambulatories, since only one 

preambulatory can be justified or answered by more than one operative (more 

solutions than problems); 

b. These clauses begin with active verbs in the present tense, which are usually 

stronger words than those used in preambulatory clauses; 

c. They are characterized by being of medium to long length (between 3-6 lines), 

are written in normal font, must be numbered, and end with a semicolon, except 

for the last clause, which ends with a period; 

d. In this type of clause it is possible to use sub-clauses if you want to list more 

specific information about the problem.  

 

 At the beginning of each clause, depending on whether it is preambulatory or operative, 

there should be a sentence in italics, which provides a tone of inflection and delegates should be 

aware of this. For example, with the exception of the Security Council and the Crisis Committee, 

the other committees cannot impose solutions on countries, and therefore the language and tone 

of inflection used should reflect that (it is not the same to say "demands" as "recommends"). 

Similarly, it is the committee that is the voice of the resolution (i.e. "the HRC committee 

affirming..."). 
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Clauses 

Preambulatory Clauses Operative Clauses 

 Acknowledging 

 Affirming 

 Alarmed by 

 Approving 

 Aware 

 Bearing in mind 

 Believing 

 Cognizant 

 Concerned 

 Confident 

 Conscious 

 Considering 

 Convinced 

 Declaring 

 Deeply disturbed 

 Deeply concerned 

 Deeply conscious 

 Deeply convinced 

 Deeply regretting 

 Desiring 

 Determined 

 Emphasizing 

 Encouraged 

 Endorsing 

 Expressing appreciation 

 Expressing satisfaction 

 Expressing deep appreciation 

 Expecting 

 Fulfilling 

 Fully aware 

 Fully believing 

 Guided by 

 Having adopted 

 Having approved 

 Having considered 

 Having further examined 

 Accepts 

 Adopts 

 Affirms 

 Appeals 

 Appreciates 

 Approves 

 Authorizes 

 Calls upon 

 Commends 

 Concurs 

 Condemns 

 Decides 

 Declares 

 Deplores 

 Designates 

 Directs 

 Draws the attention 

 Emphasizes 

 Encourages 

 Endorses 

 Expresses its appreciation 

 Expresses its hope 

 Further invites 

 Further proclaims 

 Further reminds 

 Further recommends 

 Further requests 

 Further resolves 

 Instructs 

 Invites 

 Notes with appreciation 

 Notes with satisfaction 

 Proclaims 

 Recognizes 

 Recommends 

 Regrets 
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 Having received 

 Having reviewed 

 Keeping in mind 

 Mindful 

 Further noting 

 Noting with approval 

 Noting with concern 

 Noting with deep concern 

 Noting with grave concern 

 Noting with regret 

 Noting with satisfaction 

 Observing 

 Reaffirming 

 Recalling 

 Recognizing 

 Regretting 

 Reiterating 

 Seeking 

 Stressing 

 Taking into account 

 Welcoming     

 Reiterates 

 Repeats 

 Solemnly affirms 

 Strongly condemns 

 Suggests 

 Supports 

 Takes note of 

 Trusts 

 Urges 

 Welcomes 

 

 

Also, it is very important that delegates are aware of the powers, limitations and practices 

of their committee within the resolutions and working papers (a resolution on the environment in 

UNEP is not the same as a resolution on Human Rights).  

 Finally, it is mandatory that all information in the draft resolution has been previously 

discussed and worked on in the Model sessions, as draft resolutions previously written outside of 

the sessions will not be accepted. Also, the content must be original and plagiarism will not be 

tolerated. With the exception of "agreed language" that is repeated throughout a committee's 

resolutions. Likewise, the chair will be available to address any questions that arise with the 

position paper. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION EXAMPLE 

Resolution made by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) at UADYMUN 2020:
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GUIDE IV: SPEECH FOR THE SPEAKERS' LIST 

 At the beginning of the Model, any delegate that notifies the chair will have the opportunity 

to participate in the Speaker List where, in less than a minute and a half, they will communicate 

their position on the issue in question. For this speech to be successful and efficient, it is not 

enough to read the position paper aloud, as it does not have the ideal format of a speech. Instead, 

it is recommended that you draw from the position paper to write a speech that is more appropriate 

for the task. 

Features 

 Some characteristics to take into account when writing and delivering the speech are:  

1. Brevity: In the Speakers' List you will hear a lot of speeches, so it is essential that the 

information is concise and that each word serves a purpose. In this way, it will be attractive 

to the other delegates (quality over quantity).  

2. Clarity: It is essential that delegates are able to understand the ideas and proposals of 

the speech in a clear manner. It is therefore recommended that, during the speech, overly 

technical language be avoided in favour of a more understandable tone. 

3. Order: Another important element to make the speech engaging, not sound monotonous 

and easy to remember is to stick to a defined structure. In this way, each sentence serves 

a specific purpose and avoids straying off on a less relevant tangent.  

Structure 

 A good structure to consider when writing a speech is the following (however, delegates 

are free to design their speeches as they see fit): 

1. Greeting: To the people the delegate deems necessary; 

2. Opening statement: General introduction to the topic and its importance; 

3. Relationship of the country to the topic: Relevant aspects for the government, 

actions taken (you can mention if they are successful or not), national priorities and the 

most relevant solutions (you should try to focus on the most important ones);  

4. Closing statement: Conclusion of the speech seeking to reaffirm the nation's 

commitment and outlining the expectations of the committee's work.  

SPEECH EXAMPLE FOR THE Speakers' LIST 

 [Note how this speech is based on the information written in the Position Paper Example. 

In practice, the same strategy can be used to achieve a speech that is aligned to the most 

important information in the country].  

 Thank you very much, chair, dear delegates, it is an honour for the delegate of Fiji to 

address this renowned forum. 

 Humanity today finds itself in an extraordinary situation, despite unprecedented 

knowledge, skills and resources, we are still endangering our own planet, threatened by climate 

change. Within this, economics is one of the most important factors that has fuelled the scale of 
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this problem. That is why the solutions we put forward in this committee will be vital to the 

transformation of international trade to one that puts the environment at the centre.  

For  many years now, the Fiji delegate has emerged as a respected champion on the 

international stage. We have recently put in place strategies such as our new National Adaptation 

Plan 2018 or the Cities, Seas and Storms Island Initiative. In all these efforts, we consider a multi-

sectoral approach vision, i.e. looking at all possible options and perspectives. However, 

depending on our national priorities, we will look to the committee to focus on economic and 

financial solutions, as well as research and development.  

 This delegate is confident that if all countries identify key strategies and solutions, it will 

be possible to move to an economic model that supports both international trade and the 

environment. We therefore look forward to working together with the entire committee in 

reaffirming our commitment to combating climate change.  

 

Thank you very much and I yield my time to the table. 

 

 

 On behalf of the entire Academic Secretariat of UADYMUN 2021, we hope that these 

guidelines will be useful to you in your preparation and participation in the Model, so that you can 

use your full potential in the sessions.  

We wish them the best of success,   

 

C. Cecilia Celeste Patiño Cerón, C. Nayeli Carolina Montero Fernández, C. María Jimena 

Díaz González, C. Andrés Herrera Esquivel 

Academic Secretary 2021 

  

The present IV GUIDELINES were approved by the General Secretariat of UADYMUN 

2021. The contents were drafted by the UADYMUN 2021 Academic Secretariat and with the 

support of the UADYMUN 2021 Security Council Committee. The provisions are updated for 

the 2021 edition of UADYMUN.  
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Alejandro Preciat Campos 

Phone: 999 115 9923 

Mail: alejandro.precam@hmail.com 

Instagram: @alex_preciat 

 

Moderator: 

Omar Barrera Carrillo 

Phone: 999 383 8166 

Mail: omar.barcar@gmail.com  

Instagram: @_omarbarrera 

 

Conference Official 

María Fernanda Calandrino Monsreal  

Phone: 5611490564  

Mail: fer___ca@hotmail.com  

Instagram: fer___ca 
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